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Public Education 2008 / 2009
 

Marketing & Publicity Suggestions
 

Division 2 Staff Meeting
    

Revised February 08, 2009

November 2008

Mike Brough
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Education Challenge 2009
     

Tell the World About Our Safe Boating Classes
     

Develop & Pass On Tools That Help Us Tell The 
World About Our Classes

    
Get Best Practices into Every Classroom

    
Make Our Classes So Good EVERYONE Will Want to 

Take Them
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Why Publicity???
Why Reach Out???

People sign up only if they know about a class
The Coast Guard Auxiliary & Power Squadron 

used to be the only game in town

Now Police & Sheriffs Departments Offering 
Classes as well as many other Individuals 

and Others Offering Classes

YES We now have to Compete 
in the open Market 

Lets get people signed up for our
Class BEFORE they go to a search engine...
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Get The Word Out
People sign up only if they know about a class

File the Intent to Teach for the Web
( D-13 Web, State Web, Boat U.S. )

//www.zipcon.net/~mikeb/

Duh.....????

Announcements in Boating Magazines
Write the Announcement for Them

//www.zipcon.net/~mikeb/

Announcements in Local Neighborhood Papers
Write the Announcement for Them

Spread a few Posters & Fliers Around...
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Get The Word Out Part 2

Coast Guard Public Affairs Office

Don't Ration Handouts in Class
Make Every Student a PR Flack

Boat Shows

Sports Shows

Yakima registers students at Sports Shows,
Collects Money & Gives out Text Book

Logistics Issues in Seattle but should be Doable

Sports Dealers / Fishing Tackle Etc

Give Safety Handouts for Christmas

Make each State & Federal Booklet a 
Class Advertisement

Give These to EVERY BOATER YOU KNOW...
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Get The Word Out Part 3

Put Literature Packets in Zip-Lock Bags
Bags Available with Hanging Holes

//www.royalbag.com/
Paper Zone ( Seattle )

Boat Launch Ramps
Seafair / Vantage / July 4

Where are the Boats From?

Opening Day Log Boom??
( Kayak? )

New Boat Owner Safety Packet Given by Dealer

Lake Union July 4?
( The Boats are Anchored )

Harbor Patrol / Coast Guard Boarding Party's
Give Them Literature Bags

State / Federal / Vessel Exam Booklets
Equipment Check List...
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Get The Word Out Part 4

Make a Depository of Announcements
 that others can use as a starting point
for new announcements ( don't rewrite

the wheel )

State Public Ed Site – Search by City
State posts classes for free

BUT we must tell them about our class - 
 Use “Help with the Intent To Teach a7023s Form”

Lake Washington Bass Show & Tournament
Why no Auxiliary there?????

Edmonds
Everett

Lake Samamish

Insurance Offices
Some will mail out class Announcements,
 Schedules & Post Announcements...
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Get The Word Out Part 5

Coordinate with PV, PA, PE
 and VE People

Email PAST Students in the Spring
About new Classes

Use a Common Point of Contact E-Mail
Put the E-Mail on a Friendly Server that can be 

Automated with Outlook or Outlook Express
Then E-Mail Duties can be Passed Around

Print / Collate / Assemble Local Area Notes / 
Pass out the Local Notes

MAKE SURE Our Contact Information
is on EVERY PAGE

Pass Out Class Schedule Handouts
Remember to have a web site in case someone 

keeps the schedule for a long times...
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Get The Word Out Part 5 - B

         Seattle Area Boating Information Handout
Make other area specific versions

Bellingham – Tacoma
Lake Samamish – Lake Taps

Make a Sea Fair Boating Information Handout
Have them anywhere boaters visit 

Google Adwords Local (cheaper and targeted)
An add targeted to specific key word and area

Webwire (for local distribution of Press Releases)
(Fee based Web Press Release Company)

Adopt a Hignway Sign ( Cheaper than Billboards )

ANY way we can keep the Coast Guard Auxiliary
 name in front of the public...
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Where to Have a Class

Firehouses / Library's / Church's
Senior Center

Any Company With A Meeting Room

Boat Dealers

ANY Boating Related Company

Are You a Member of any Group that has Speakers?
Including Church

Anybody in Your Flotilla a Member?
Are You Handing out Literature?

Are You Speaking at the Meetings?
Is the Rest of the Flotilla Speaking?

Member of a Yacht Club?
Friends in a Yacht Club?...
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Where to Have a Class Part 2

Have Classes in Colleges
College Extension Classes / Adult Learning. 

Announcements usually Published in their Schedule

Family Oriented Organizations WANT Safety Classes
Churches

Fraternal Clubs
Schools (Parents can get in the school better than us)

Non-Profits and Community Centers

Do You Work Downtown???
Have a Class Downtown

Catch People BEFORE They go Home...
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Other ways to hold a Class

Teach What A Group Wants to Learn

Have Class Will Travel
Many Flotillas Will Go To Local Meeting Rooms

Point this out on Classes Web Page??...
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Get The Word Out Part Last 

Stick Cards, Posters & Fliers EVERYWHERE:

Community Bulletin Boards

Drug Stores, Grocery Stores

Local / Marina Bulletin Boards

Marina Restrooms – Back of the Toilet Stall Door

Bulletin Boards in Stores / Taverns

The Quick Stop on the Way to the Launch Ramp

The Burger Stand at the Launch Ramp...
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For More Information
Safety Handouts / Label Files / Posters / Links

Education Challenge 2009
 Mike Brough
Flotilla 23

Seattle
mikeb @ zipcon.com

For Copies of this presentation, 4 Up Handout of this PPT
Important Seattle Area Handout 3 Fold, Press Quality

PDF file “Take a Class” card, “Take a Class” stick
on labels and more  visit:

//www.captnmike.com/
For Copies of the Posters and more  Visit:

//www.zipcon.net/~mikeb/
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